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ñLet the children come to me and do not hinder them for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.ò  

Matthew 19:14 

Dear supporters of Freedom for Youth: 

 

 

Without your help, many teens such as Markeshia & Pablo, would not have the 

Freedom Center to give them hope and point them to Jesus.  Each month we 

trust that God will touch the hearts of individuals to provide financial 

gifts to continue our programs for the youth.  Will you consider a contribu-

tion that we may continue to rescue our youth from a path of destruction?   

Thank you for your faithful support.  

 

Mark Nelson  

Executive Director  

 

Hi, my name is Markeshia and Iôm 14 years old.  I moved from New 

Orleans 2 years ago because of Hurricane Katrina.  The Freedom 

Center is fun and a way to learn about God.  I feel God is the most 

important person ever because He is our creator.  Heôs the one who 

put us on this earth.  He died on the cross for us.  Heôs so amazing. 

Hi, my name is Pablo.  Iôm 16 years old and moved from Houston to 

live with my sister.  I used to sleep a lot and look for a job.  Now I like 

coming to the Freedom Center to learn woodworking.  The staff and 

volunteers are wonderful.  I donôt know much about Jesus, but I want 

to know and get involved with Him.  I do believe in God.  That is why 

Iôm here today. 



 

 

 

 

 

Meet Melanie  
Volunteer Coordinator  

                  Did you know   

 
 

 

 

Recently launched a comprehensive after-school program for inner 

city youth ages 13-17. Youth participate in activities such as art, 

computers, cooking, welding, woodworking, mechanics, and more. 

 

Operates a long term transitional housing program for homeless 

boys ages 18-21. The program has served 18 youth since its incep-

tion in 2005.   

 

Plans are underway to build a girlsô transitional home in 2008 

 

Provides food and clothing to 60-80 families each week. 

 

Will launch a ñwhiz kidsò tutoring program for inner city elemen-

tary kids in 2008.  

We are pleased to introduce Melanie Wise as our new Volunteer Coordi-
nator.  In addition to leading our volunteer coordination and food/
clothing pantry, Melanie can be found ministering to our youth when-
ever there are kids on campus.  Her love for Jesus radiates through 
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humbled that He would want to use me for His glory!  Joining Freedom 
for Youth has been such a rewarding experience.  Nothing is more  
satisfying than being able to share with a teen the truth and answers 
to life right from God's Word.  It is a privilege to share Christ's 
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Woodworking girls with Mark 


