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Dear friends: 

 

We are excited to report that after nearly a year of renovations at the new Freedom Center Campus we are in 

the final stages of construction.  God has been faithful in providing hundreds of volunteers and financial re-

sources to complete the following: 

 

¶  Teaching kitchen equipped with all appliances and utensils. 

¶  Worship center with seating for over 100, a stage, nursery and sound system. 

¶  Fully-equipped woodworking shop. 

¶  Welding shop with 3 welders, steel cutting equipment and safety equipment, thanks to Vermeer Manufac- 

        turing in Pella.  

¶  Mechanical shop with benches and tools. 

¶  Computer lab with 12 computers installed with software training programs and internet access. 

¶  Recreational center and staff offices. 

¶  New sod and extensive retaining walls and plantings, which has completely transformed the look of the  

       property. 

¶  A new coat of paint on all 6 buildings, including the western facades on the shops. 

¶  Retail store used to supply free food and clothing to over 70 families each week. 

¶ The new art studio nearing completion thanks to the Variety Club of Iowa. 

¶ Parking lot 

 

God has been faithful in this period of preparation by sending 25+ volunteers who are approved and trained to 

work with our at-risk youth when we start.  With applications from 40+ teens (and growing), we will need more 

volunteers to fill our various positions.  (Please see our volunteer positions available on our website at www. 

freedomforyouth.org) . 

 

God is also faithful in laying on the hearts of his followers a desire to support His work with financial gifts.  If 

God is calling you to help us financially, will you please respond so that we can continue His work to reach our 

lost and hurting youth?  Thank you for your prayers and support. 

 

Faithfully yours, 

   

Mark D. Nelson 

Executive Director 

Visit us on the web at:  www.freedomforyouth.org 

ñThe works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are trustworthy. 

They are steadfast for ever and ever, done in faithfulness and uprightness.ò 

Psalm 111:7-8 

Art Studio under construction 



Meet Mary Lang-Smith 
 

 

We are blessed to have Mary join us as our Volunteer Coordinator, which includes 
processing our volunteer applications, in-kind donations, and volunteer placement and 

communications.  Mary also manages our Freedom Store, which provides free non-
perishable food items and clothing to our neighbors. 

 
Mary served as a volunteer with the ministry for many months prior to joining the staff.  Because of the high 
importance we place on our volunteers to carry out the mission of the ministry, Maryõs responsibilities are vi-

tal as we build the organization for the long-term.  Mary has a heart of compassion and a passion for serving 
the Lord, which is evident in the many neighbor friends she has made in the store. 

 
Mary comments, òI will say that my biggest immediate desire is to see volunteers come forward to serve the 

òCelebration Dinnersõ.  There is a field to be harvested, it is ripe and ready, however we need the volunteers 
to do Godõs work.  The harvest wonõt be accomplished unless someone answers the calló. 
 

 

With the abundance of clothes and food items we receive each 

week,  this winter we began to reach out to our neighbors to 

provide food and clothing to those in our neighborhood in 

need.  Across the street from the Freedom Center Campus are 

over 200 low -income apartments, with refugees from many 

countries, some housing as many as 10 children in an apart-

ment.  What started as a handful of families partaking has now 

grown to on average 70 families  a week who come for help.  

 

Our volunteers and staff offer the love of Jesus as we help meet 

their basic needs.  As we build relationships of trust, some are 

open to hearing the gospel through our Friday night service 

and allowing their children to participate in our programs.  We 

are in high need of non -perishable food items!  Please feel 

free to drop off any of the items listed to our office.  To arrange a 

time, please contact Mary Lang -Smith at 282-4822. 

WISH LIST 
Cereal 

Peanut Butter 

Tuna/any 

     canned meat 

Crackers 

Rice 

Dry beans 

Canned vegeta-

bles 

Canned fruits 

Stews 

Personal hygiene 

      products 

Soups 

Juices 

Hamburger helper 

Pasta mixes 

Spaghetti sauce 

Spaghetti 

Towels, sheets,  

     pillows 

Small household 

     items 

Toilet paper 

Loving our neighbors  

IMMEDIATE NEEDS: We need several 

people to alternate days to help with  

watering the lawn and maintenance of 

the flowers beds. 

We need you  

Your rewards will be priceless  


