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LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǊ ƭƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƘǳǊǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƛƴ ǊǳǊŀƭ LƻǿŀΦ 

Dear friends, 
 
 Being born and raised in a small rural community in Iowa, I have fond memories of Vacation Bible School, 
summer camp and other activities through my church.  As with many of you, God used those experiences to foster 
a relationship with Jesus Christ and give me hope through my teenage years. 
 For some time now God has burdened my heart as I go back to my hometown and see empty pews and 
very few in church that are under age 70.  For many rural communities, the church has become insignificant and 
irrelevant to the youth.  As the last church-going generation passes on, rural Iowa will become faithless 
communities filled with broken families, alcoholism, drugs and violence.  For those of you connected to a small 
town in Iowa, you know this process has already begun. 
 We feel strongly that God is calling Freedom for Youth to ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ 5Ŝǎ aƻƛƴŜǎΩ ƛƴƴŜǊ 
city to reach our troubled youth in rural Iowa, primarily those towns with less than five thousand people.  Our 
vision for reaching youth has not changed.  Our role is to provide infrastructure and opportunities for believers to 
serve troubled youth as they are called by God.  We will prayerfully seek out communities where God leads us and 
connect with those believers in the community God has prepared for this ministry.  We will find empty storefronts 
on main streets or  town squares and establish after school drop-in centers, where youth can meet positive role 
models, enjoy healthy recreation and hear the life-changing gospel of Jesus Christ.  The Freedom Center Campus 
in Des Moines will be a place for educating, preparing and encouraging site coordinators from the different 
communities.  Ministry cannot be done alone and we will work to build a strong bond and support structure for 
each rural location. 
 As with every opportunity God gives us to reach more hurting kids, we must step out in faith trusting that 
He will provide all of our needs.  We recently hired Neal Bunn, a man God has called to lead the charge in rural 
Iowa (see back page for more info on Neal).  From a worldly perspective, now is probably the most inopportune 
time to set out on this venture- - the economy is down, our donations have fallen short of budget this year and we 
ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ƻǳǊ ƎƛǊƭǎΩ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘƻƳŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ {ŀŦŜ IŀǾŜƴΣ ȅŜǘ ǿŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǇǊŜŎƛǎŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ DƻŘ 
chooses to act, when His intervention is our only hope of survival. 
 This summer will be our best yet as we wait in eager expectation for God to move His people into 
action.  We pray some of you will refer people from your hometown to us, others to help fund this initiative, and 
ǎǘƛƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎ ƛƴ ǊǳǊŀƭ Lƻǿŀ ǿƘƻ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ  
I look forward to sharing many praise reports next time on how God, yet again, did the impossible. 
 
Your Brother in Christ, 
 
 
Mark Nelson 
Executive Director 



 

 

Meet Neal Bunn, Rural Outreach Manager  

 
God brought Neal and Mark together with a common burden for our lost youth in rural Iowa.  Mark 

explains, òNeal was volunteering here on a Saturday and began to speak of his passion for rural Iowa.  

God has already used him to bring the gospel to his hometown of Clarion through leading an Alpha 

course where over 100 attended and dozens  came to know Christ.  I knew after hearing his heart that 

God sent him to lead our rural Iowa ministry.ó 

 

Neal states òI am grateful for the opportunity to live out my calling.  God has been preparing me for a 

few years now and His timing is perfect as always.   There is an amazing thirst in rural America for 

truth, a thirst for hope and for meaning, and a thirst for Jesus.  The fields are ripe for the harvest and 

weõre praying that God will rise up helpers to take back His towns.  I canõt wait to meet people with a 

passion for rural Iowa and their hometowns and to see who God will use in this life-changing ministry.  

I look forward to hearing from you.  Please feel free to e-mail me at nbunn@freedomforyouth.org or 

call me at 515.282.4822ó    

 

 

            

       Wish List  
 

 

Funding for Ministry Operations    Large area rug 12 x 15 

6 Digital Cameras for Photography class   Ping Pong balls 

Pool Table, Ping Pong, Foosball     Foosballs for foosball table 

                    for rural outreaches    Air hockey pucks  

Small economical car      Laptop computers that work 

Plastic fold in half  6ô tables      Basketballs and Soccer balls 

Musical Keyboard with A/C adapter    Perennial plants (ie rhubarb, asparagus  

                    and keyboard stands     herbs, peonies, hostas, iris) 

Outdoor games       Tools 

15 passenger van 



 

 Praise reports from the Freedom Center  

Whiz Kidz ends its first year as many children find hope.  
 
Our Whiz Kidz tutoring program for elementary children exceeded our 
expectations in its first year with 26 kids matched with a tutor.  Many 
orphan refugee children learned about Jesus and the Bible while 
receiving help with school from a loving adult.  Tutoring classes will 
resume this fall with many more children on our waiting list. Jeremy 
and his wife Sally are both tutors.  Recently he wrote òIõve definitely 
seen tremendous progress with Jeremiah since day one and I know 
Sally has seen the same with Reginae! What a great program!ó 

Country Market to open July 11th  
 
Our Freedom Quest program for teens kicks into high gear this summer 
as we prepare for our first annual Country Market.  Over 100 teens have 
participated in our after school programs and some of them will have 
their first summer job as they sell pottery, outdoor wood furniture, metal 
art and culinary delights, all produced by our students.  The Country 
Market will also feature a full coffee bar and lunch menu.  The Market will 
open on Saturday, July 11th thru August 8th  from 9:00AM to 2:00 PM 
here on our Freedom Center Campus .  
�6�K�D�Q�L�U�D���V�D�\�V���´�7�K�L�V���L�V���P�\���I�L�U�V�W���U�H�D�O���M�R�E���D�Q�G���,�·�P���U�H�D�O�O�\���K�D�S�S�\���W�R���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H��
chance to work for Freedom for Youth. I love working with the staff 
�E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W�·�V���I�X�Q���D�Q�G���Z�R�U�N���D�W���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�L�P�H���µ 

Moving closer to ground breaking for Safe Haven 
 
We are currently half-way to our fundraising goal of $180,000 to build our girls transitional 
home.  Blueprints are complete and many skilled laborers and volunteers are ready to begin 
construction this summer.  Girls in our teen programs are anxiously awaiting this opportunity 
to start a new life.  For more information on how you can help, please call Mark at 282-4822. 

 ��́/�H�W���W�K�H���O�L�W�W�O�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���F�R�P�H���W�R���P�H�����D�Q�G���G�R���Q�R�W���K�L�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H�P�����I�R�U���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P���R�I���K�H�D�Y�H�Q���E�H�O�R�Q�J�V���W�R���V�X�F�K���D�V���W�K�H�V�H���µ���������������0�D�W�W����9:14 

Shanira will be working the Market. 

�&�R�P�H���V�D�\���³�K�H�O�O�R�´�� 

Jeremy & Jeremiah 


