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              Give a child a SUMMER to remember  
 

 

 

Dear friends, 

 

We hope this summer will allow you the opportunity to get away and 

enjoy time with family and friends.  Summer vacations are a time to get 

out of our familiar surroundings and experience new adventures while 

we grow closer to God. 

 

At Freedom for Youth we are providing opportunities for our youth to 

have a similar vacation experience.  This summer we are partnering with 

Camp Appanoose, a Christ-centered camp located on Lake Rathbun in 

southern Iowa, to give our teens time away from the city to have fun and 

learn about the love of God through our Savior Jesus Christ.  Many of 

our kids have had little if any time away from Des Moines, and we 

know camp will produce life-changing experiences as they take a 

reprieve from the chaos of their daily life. 

 

We believe youth will appreciate their camping experience much more 

by earning their way to camp through good behavior and accumulating 

ñsweat pointsò.  Our teens must earn sweat points by working on our 

campus cleaning, landscaping, building, etc.  Our ministry will pay the 

costs for the camp. 

 

We are also excited to be partnering with Daybreak Church in hosting 

Vacation Bible School for our elementary children in our surrounding 

neighborhoods. With our art studio, large kitchen, worship center and 

big backyard, our campus is ideal for VBS. 

 

You can sponsor one of our kids to attend camp and give them a 

summer vacation where they can just be kids while developing hope in 

their heart through a relationship with our Lord Jesus.  We pray you will 

consider this opportunity to truly make a difference in the life of one of 

our hurting children. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Mark D. Nelson 

Executive Director 

Thanks to all of you who re-

sponded last quarter to our 

shortage in operating funds.  

We were truly blessed to see 

the outpouring of donations, 

prayers and notes of encour-

agement.  We cherish your 

ongoing support that we can 

continue our mission to reach 

the lost and hurting youth of 

our inner city. 

We have discontinued the 

Post Office Box. 

Please use:  

2301 Hickman Road 

Des Moines, IA 50310 

    WISH  LIST 

Cedar boards 
Plexi-glass shield for drum set 
Mop heads 
6 ft plastic folding tables 
Disposable table clothes 
Pre-sweetened drink mix  
Items for FREEstore outreach 
Toilet Paper, diapers (all sizes) 
Rice 1# pkgs 
Pineapple, peaches, pears 
Dry pasta, spaghetti, noodles 
Spaghetti Oôs, Chunky soups 
Tomato sauce 
Bars of soap, toothpaste, shampoo 
Towels & wash clothes 
Sheets & pillowcases, bedspreads 
Household items 
      ie dishes, glasses, silverware etc 

FYI 



 

 

 

 

 

Meet Maxwell Clark  

Discipleship Coordinator  

 With our Freedom Quest 

program for our 13 to 17 year 

olds firmly established, we are 

now preparing to launch our next 

program to reach our 6 to 12 

year-old children in our sur-

rounding neighborhoods.  We 

are excited to roll out a relation-

ship-based tutoring program, 

called Whiz Kidz , to share the 

love of Christ to our needy 

children while helping them with 

reading skills and homework 

before they fall behind. 

 Many of our 

neighborhood children are 

African refugees who live with a 

relative, often in large families.  

Because English is not spoken at 

home, the children receive no 

support at home during the 

critical developmental years of 

learning to read.  Data from ML  

King School indicates that when  

a child enters their building in  

 Maxwell joined the staff of Freedom for Youth last March as a  

Discipleship Coordinator.  God has given Maxwell talents in areas of 

music, computers and youth discipleship that God will use to bring many 

of our teens into a relationship with Christ and on the path of  

discipleship.  

 Max recently moved from Chicago with his wife, Tonya, and one - year 

old daughter, Gabrielle (Gabby) where he attended Moody Bible  

Institute.  Max is also a youth pastor at his church.  

 

Contact Max at mclark@freedomforyouth.org  

Kindergarten, they are about 1.3  

years behind at the start. With the 

one-on-one relationships that are 

formed, the children are not ashamed  

to read to their tutor and the child 

can develop rapidly. 

 However, Whiz Kidz is 

more than a tutoring program.  Our  

Whiz Kidz Tutoring to Start This Fall. 

volunteer tutors will often become 

the most positive role model in a 

childôs life giving these kids the 

love they long to receive .Whiz 

Kidz  includes a short group 

devotion time with refreshments 

which allows the students and 

tutors to build relationships while 

hearing Godôs word. 

 We are currently seeking 

volunteers who would like to be 

matched one-on-one with an 

elementary-aged child for group 

tutoring at our campus.  We are also 

seeking volunteer coordinators to 

oversee a tutoring session, 

including arranging refreshments, 

devotion leaders and welcoming the 

tutors and children.  All volunteers 

are properly screened and will 

receive training and ongoing 

guidance to ensure each volunteer 

can effectively carry out their 

calling in a safe, friendly and 

supportive environment. 

 

 For more information on 

becoming a Whiz Kidz volunteer, 

please call Denise or Melanie at 

282-4822 or visit us on the web at 

www.freedomforyouth.org 

http://www.freedomforyouth.org/


 

 

 

 

                            

 

 

 

Partnership Opportunity Card  

ñEach man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.ò 2 Corinthians 8:7 

 I would like to sponsor a child monthly in on going programs with a gift of:                                        

           ___ $10/month    ___$20/month    ___$50/month    ___$100/month    ___$250/month    $____________ Other/month 

 

    

 

  I would like to make a one-time Camp/VBS gift in the amount of :   $_______________  

                 

     

Thank you for your investment in freeing our lost and hurting youth in Des Moines.   

     Freedom for Youth Ministries, 2301 Hickman Rd, Des Moines, IA  50310 

Name:   ____________________________________________________  Phone #: ___________________________ 

Address:  _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

City:  _______________________________  Zip:________  E-Mail:  _______________________________________ 

I would like information on your SecurePay plan to automatically debit my bank account or credit card. 

I have securities that I would like to donate.  Please contact me 

Sponsor a teen 

   camper to 

Lake Rathbun 

 

 

_____  number of campers 

 I wish to sponsor 

 

 X  $200 

 

$__________  Enclosed  

                        donation     

 

Sponsor a child at our Campus 

       Vacation Bible School 

New Program coming this fall On-going programs 

_____  number of children 

 I wish to sponsor 

 

X  $25 

 

$__________   Enclosed   

                         donation 

ages 6  -  12 
ages 13  -  17 

ages  18  -  21 

Average cost: 

 $200/teen 

Average cost: 

 $25/child 


