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A young, shy girl from Tanzania, who 

had been in the United States just one 

month and knew very little English, came 

to the Freedom Store one afternoon. 

Epiphania caught the attention of Denise 

(Momma Juhl) who invited her to come 

to the teen program. Denise told her of 

all the fun things in the program and that 

we learn about God. She agreed to come. 

 

ñI came to Freedom because I wanted to 

know Jesus. My life changed because 

before I came to Freedom I knew who 

Jesus was, but not really. They teach me 

different things like if I have a problem,  

the only person I can ask is Him. After 

that, I decided to ask Jesus into my heart 

and now I still know him and work for 

him.ò Epiphania said of the Freedom 

staff and volunteers, ñItôs nice to have 

someone to talk to about the hard stuff I 

go through.ò 

 

That is no small statement coming from 

this shy and giggling 17 year old. She has 

witnessed death and hatred between 

humans. She had to be pulled from her 

culture and placed into one that is 

unfamiliar and frightening. When she 

was just 13 years old, her father was 

killed because he was from a different 

country than Epiphaniaôs mother.   Five 

months later, the day after she turned 14, 

her mother died from an illness. Now 

orphaned and alone, there was not much 

hope for Epiphania and her four young 

siblings in Tanzania. She came to the 

United States just two months after  
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her mother passed away and now 

lives with her aunt and siblings 

across the street from the Freedom 

Center. 

 

ñChildren with no parents in my 

country might be killed,ò said 

Epiphania with wide eyes, ñJesus 

saved my life.ò 

 

Almost three years later, Epiphania 

is still coming to the teen program 

and some of her favorite things to 

do in the Freedom Quest program 

are Bible study, cooking, and music 

where she sings and is learning how 

to play the piano. Epiphania has a 

beautiful singing voice which she 

often uses to sing worship songs 

about God and Jesus Christ. 

Throughout the last few years we 

have seen the healing power of God 

in Epiphania and today she is a 

young woman, blooming, finding 

her identity in Christ and has a 

sense of humor and a joyful giggle.  

And even though she misses the 

African sun and does not like snow 

very much, she has made Iowa her 

home. She has dreams of becoming 

a nurse someday and maybe 

traveling to Kenya to help people 

there in need. 

 

Epiphania is considering moving 

into our new girlôs transitional 

home, Safe Haven when she 

graduates next year. 

 

God has chosen  Freedom for 

Youth to rescue our orphaned and 

abandoned children like Epiphania 

and give them hope.  As more 

children flock to our campus in 

search of hope, we continue to rely 

on your financial support and  

trust that God will move hearts to 

fund His work. 

 

Thanks for your support and 

continued  prayer for our kids, 

staff and volunteers. 

 

 

 

Blessings to you and your family, 

Mark Nelson 

Executive Director 


